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that the issue of the long protracted contest would have
gone against them but for the interference of France.
It was the leading principle of Richelieu's policy to
depress the house of Hapsburg and keep Germany
disunited: hence he fostered Protestantism abroad while
trampling it down at home. The triumph he did not
live to see was sealed in A.D. 1648, on the utter exhaustion
of all the combatants, and the treaties of Miinster and
Osnabnick were thenceforward the basis of the Germanic
constitution.

CHAP. xvm.

The peace of
Westphalia.
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